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Hey kids,   
there’s lots of fun stuff 

happening at the  Alsip- 

Merrionette Park Public Library this 

summer!  Sign up for  our summer 

reading program and join us for 

crafts, win prizes and be 

entertained at one of our 

programs.  Look inside for details and be 

sure to join us for a fun-filled summer! 

 

           Get in Tune @ your Library 
       Win a new iPod Nano 
If you are entering high school (grades 9-12) and have your own Alsip-Merrionette Park Library card, 
be sure to sign up for our Get In Tune summer reading program. 

We’re also giving away great gift cards for iTunes, Amazon, Best Buy, and Walmart.       Best of all 
you’ll have a chance to win your very own iPod Nano (you choose the color).  Just fill out a card 
each time you read a book between June 6 and August 29.  That’s it!  No book report, no grades, 
just great prizes!   

Need more info?? Call the Adult Services Department at 708-371-5666 ext 108.  C U L8R 

Why should kids have all the fun? 
 

Of course the library’s summer reading programs 

aren’t just for kids and teens.  Adults too can join 

in the fun.  Check inside for all the details and 

“Get Out of Your Groove” this summer! 

New Mural Decorates Library 
 

Thanks to Prairie Jr. High Art Students  
and their teacher Jeff Brubaker! 

 

A n artistic 

landscape has 

been added to the 

library.  Honors 

art students from 

Prairie Jr. High 

School made a 

colorful mural that 

now hangs in the 

stairwell down to 

the Youth Services 

department.  Their 

artwork adds a great deal of color and interest to what 

was once a plain brick wall.  Best of all, it can be seen by 

all who enter the building.  Again we thank the Prairie 

honors art students and Mr. Brubaker for this lovely 

addition to our library! 



Book, Please! 
Noms des plumes 

 

by Jenny Cutshall 
Adult Services Librarian 

E njoying your first book by an author you’d not previously discovered can 

be one of the most exciting experiences for a reader.  Even more 

exhilarating is realizing your new favorite has a number of books 

already published, all having quietly awaited your recognition.  For many readers, 

however, it is a sad day when an author’s entire list of books has been exhausted.  

And even if that author is still alive and writing, the time until his or her next 

published novel can seem a long way off.  Some writers, though, choose to write 

further works under a pseudonym and readers may be surprised to find additional 

books by their beloved authors they have not yet read—even if the name on the 

cover is unfamiliar.  Consult the list below for some of your personal favorites and 

ask at the Reference Desk for more information.   
 

!" Michael Crichton writes under John Lange. 

!" Evan Hunter writes under Ed McBain. 

!" Sherrilyn Kenyon writes Scottish romance under Kinley MacGregor. 

!" Stephen King writes under Richard Bachman. 

!" Jayne Ann Krentz writes futuristic romance under Jayne Castle and 

Regency romance under Amanda Quick. 

!" Elizabeth Peters writes occult romances under Barbara Michaels. 

!" Ruth Rendell writes psychological thrillers under Barbara Vine. 

!" Nora Roberts writes futuristic romance under J.D. Robb. 

Add some fun to your summer by joining our Adult Summer Program, “Get Out of Your 

Groove!”    This summer, we’re encouraging everyone to get out of your groove.  Stop 

reading the same type of books that you always read and open yourself up to different 

authors and genres.  Participants must read five books, all by different authors.  Read 

books in different genres (fantasy,  mystery, paranormal, romance, science fiction, 

non-fiction, etc.) and you will be entered in  special drawings for additional prizes.  

Don’t forget, audiobooks can be read as well! 

Sign-up begins Saturday, June 6 and the program ends Saturday, August 29.  

Weekly drawings will begin the week of June 29.  Stop by the Reference Desk  and 

“Get out of your groove” this summer! 

The Society of 
Lifetime Readers 

 

   Congratulations to our readers 

for achieving new levels.  Debra 

Bell and Juanita Brock both 

read 25 books and received a 

mug.  JoAnn Sigrist reached 

the 50 book level and received a 

journal.  Jeanine Ciukaj and 

Lynne Stevenson both 

reached the 100 book level and 

received a tote for their books.   

   Reminder—all  library district 

resident age 18 and over are 

eligible to join the Society and 

the books you read for the adult 

summer reading program can 

also be counted toward your 

Society totals! 

Celebrating 
Libraries Pays Off! 

 

   Thanks to all who participated 

in our daily drawings during 

National Library Week!  The 

lucky winners of $25 restaurant 

gift cards were Gregory Baxter, 

Mary Barker, Ramiro Castro, 

James Filut, Fern Mehring and 

James Nealis.  Our MP3 winners 
were Ryan O’Hara, Roberto 

Arroyo, Carol Julgs and Carolyn 

Beaudry.  You all helped make 

our celebration a blast! 



 

Little Lambs 
 Mondays  
10—10:30 A.M. 

 

For babies between 
birth and twenty-

three months and their 
favorite grownup.  

Short stories, rhymes, songs and 
fingerplays will be shared by all.   

 

Singing Songbirds 
Fridays 11:15 —11:45 A.M. 
 

Baby and toddler music for ages 
6—36 months and their caregivers.  
We’ll sing a storybook, play games, 
and enjoy a variety of small 
instruments while the instructor 
sings and plays guitar. 

 

Perky Pandas 
Tuesdays 10—10:30 A.M. OR 
Wednesdays 9:30—10 A.M.  
 

We’re going on a bear hunt!  Children 
ages 2—4 and their caregiver can join 
in the fun adventure this summer 
with books, songs, fingerplays and 
sensorimotor activities. 

 

Dingo Doodlers 
Thursdays 10—10:30 A.M. 
 

Come with your little one, 2—5 years 

old, for a story, song and a process-

oriented art project too!  Come 

dressed to get a little messy. 

 

Marvelous Monkeys 
Tuesdays 
1:15—1:45 P.M. OR 2—2:30 P.M.  
Wednesdays 
11—11:30 P.M. OR 12:15—12:45  
 

Preschoolers, 3—5 years old, 

are invited to swing into the 

library and explore 

a jungle of reading 

adventures filled 

with wild activities. 

Roar Like a Lion, 
Stretch Like a Snake 
 Thursdays 4—4:45 P.M. 
 

Teacher and yoga instructor Michelle 
Blouin, from the Beverly Arts Center, 
leads a class for Moms, Dads, 
caregivers and their children (ages 3—
5 years old).  We will read a story, 
make a simple craft and learn new 
yoga poses each week. 

 

Lions, Tigers, and Books,  
Oh My! 
 Thursdays 7—7:30 P.M. 
 

Children, birth to five years-old, can 
join us for this repeat story/art 
program, just like the morning Dingo 
Doodler, but in the evening. 

Zany Zebra 
 Tuesdays 11—11:30 OR 
Wednesdays 2:30—3 P.M. 
 

Kindergarten—2nd graders can take a 
reading safari and go wild for books 
as we read, play games, and make 
animal crafts. 

 

Wild Readers 
Mondays 11:30—Noon. OR 
Wednesdays 4—4:30 P.M. 
 

3rd through 5th graders can join us 
for a weekly program filled with 
games, crafts, music and fun! 

 

Scrapbooking 
Tuesdays 3—4 P.M. 
 

Children ages 9 years old through 8th 
grade can learn the art of 
scrapbooking.  Bring several photos 
and we will provide the supplies. 

 

Wii Bowling League 
Thursdays 1:30—3 P.M. 
 

Children ages 9 years old through 8th 
grade can join our Wii bowling 
league.  It’s a great way to get out and 
have some fun.   

Programs start June 22 and will run 6 weeks through August 1.  There will 
be no programs July 4.  Registration is required. 

Read to Me Matching Game 
Non-Readers are invited to discover 
which animal is different in this visual 
contest. 
  

Beginning Reader Trivia 
Designed specifically for emergent read-

ers, this contest will add some fun to 

their weekly library visits. 
 

Chapter Book Trivia 
Attention all Chapter Readers, it’s that 
time again, mark your calendars for the 
weekly contest. 
 

Daily Find-It Contest 
Find the missing animal hidden some-
where in the Youth Services Depart-
ment.  Bring the animal to the Youth 
Services desk and win a prize! 
 

Create an Animal Contest 
Challenge yourself to create the creepi-
est or biggest or cutest or most unusual 
animal with materials we provide.  Stop 
by the Youth Services desk and pick up 
an entry form, contest rules, and a bag of 
supplies. 

Registration for the Summer 
Reading Program begins 
Saturday, June 6. 
Registration must be done in 
person at the library. 

Open registration begins 
Saturday, June 13. 
All residents must have a 
valid library card to present 
upon registration. 
Non-residents are charged a fee.  



Wild World! 
Secret Life of Animals 
June 27 at 11 A.M. 
 

Watch as Captain Moredough 
transforms into amazing creatures 
like the desert frog and king penguin. 
 
Steven Puppets presents 

Wizard of Oz 
July 11 at 11 A.M. 
 

When a Kansas cyclone whisks 
Dorothy off to Oz, she meets the 
Scarecrow, the Tin Woodman and  
the Cowardly Lion in this exciting 
marionette puppet show.  

Flying Frisbee Dogs 
July 18 at 11 A.M. 
 

You’ll be amazed by this group of dogs 
as they perform each trick and sail 
through the air catching a Frisbee. 

 
 

 
Mother Goose  
and Her Friends 
July 25 at 11 A.M. 
 

In “once upon a time” babies through 

kindergarteners will be participating in 

the magic of puppetry and nursery 

rhymes with Mother Goose herself!   

Monday Night and Saturday family programs are offered on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  Residents can pick up tickets 30 minutes prior to the performance.  Each person 
attending must have a ticket to enter.  Program attendance is limited to 100 people.   

Dave Rudolf’s 

It’s a Jungle Out There 
June 22 at 7 P.M. 
 

Swing from the trees and roar like a 
lion in this totally interactive show, 
where kids become apes, bird, fish 
and more! 
 

Magical Jungle Safari Show 
June 29 at 7 P.M. 
 

Hear kids ROAR with laughter as they 
explore the trails of the Magical 
Jungle Safari!  Ken Johanson guides 
kids beyond stories into great animal 
adventures.  Ages 2 –8 years 
 

Circus Boy 
July 6 at 7 P.M. 
 

Bobby Hunt will entertain you with 
his magic and athletic feats, such as 
doing a wheelie on the world’s 
smallest bicycle. 

Smarty Pants 
July 13 at 7 P.M. 
 

The Big Balloon Show is one-of-a-kind 
featuring magic, comedy, interactive 
storytelling and, of course, eye-popping 
balloon props.  Ages 3 and up 

 

Scales and Tales  
Traveling Zoo 
July 20 at 7 P.M. 
 

Here’s your chance to hear about some 
exciting animals, and maybe even pet 
one, in this insightful and just plain 
fun animal show. 

 

Magic Matt’s Family Fun 
July 27 at 7 P.M. 
 

Magic Matt will entertain the audience 
with his magic and balloon artistry!  
Ages 3 and up 

Registration is required for all programs .   
 

Animal Bingo 
Monday, June 22 from 3—3:45 P.M. 
 

Come and play our special version of 
BINGO!  Younger children will be 
provided help from our volunteers.  
Ages K—5th grade 

 

Movie and Popsicle  
Monday, June 29 at 3 P.M. 
 

Boog the bear and Elliot the buck are 
back for more adventure.  Stop by to 
find out what movie we are showing. 
 

Yu-Gi-Oh Duel  
Monday, July 13 from 3—4 P.M. 
 

All are invited to watch, but only 
2nd—8th graders can duel. 
 

Animal Bingo 
Monday, July 20 from 3—3:45 P.M. 
 

Come and play our special version of 
BINGO!  Younger children will be 
provided help from our volunteers. 
 

Movie and Popsicle  
Monday, July 27 at 3 P.M. 
 

The castaways are back and still 
stranded in the middle of Africa.   
Stop by to find out what movie we are 
showing. 

Drop in Craft Fridays 
 

     Kids are welcome  all day, or while 

supplies last, to come 

to the library and 

make a special craft.     

Little ones may 

need  help from a 

caregiver.  

Registration is not 

required. 



Coming Attractions 
 

Books  •  Movies  •  Music  

New Music 

Christina Aguilera Keeps Getting Better 

Lily Allen It’s Not Me, It’s You 

Mariah Carey The Ballads 

Celtic Woman The Greatest 
Journey 

Kelly Clarkson All I Ever Wanted 

Diana Krall Quiet Nights 

Annie Lennox The Annie Lennox 
Collection 

Martina McBride Shine 

Willie Nelson Willie and the Wheel 

Original Cast 
Recording Shrek: The Musical 

Rush Retrospective 3 

Soundtrack NCIS: The Official 
TV Soundtrack 

Soundtrack Slumdog Millionaire 

Bruce 
Springsteen Working on a Dream 

 

U2 No Line on the 
Horizon 

Yanni Yanni Voices 

Various NOW That’s What I 
Call Music! 30 

Various NOW That’s What I 
Call Motown! 

Various NOW Latino 4 

New DVDs 

• Bedtime Stories 

• Cadillac Records 

• Closing the Ring 

• The Day the Earth Stood Still 

• Fool’s Gold 

• How to Lose Friends & Alienate 
People 

• Last Chance Harvey 

• Not Easily Broken 

• Nothing But the Truth 

• Pride and Glory 

• RocknRolla 

• Role Models 

• Slumdog Millionaire 

• Synecdoche, New York 

• The Spirit 

• What Just Happened 

• Yes Man 

 

• In Treatment 

• Jonathan Creek (season 3) 

• Monarch of the Glen (series 7) 

New Books 

JUNE 

Catherine Coulter Knockout 

Clive Cussler Medus 

Jeffery Deaver Roadside Crosses 

Janet Evanovich Finger Lickn’ Fifteen 

Dean Koontz Relentless 

Johanna Lindsey A Rogue of My Own 

James Patterson Swimsuit 

Ridley Pearson Killer Summer 

Danielle Steel Matters of the Heart 

JULY 

Susan Brockmann Hot Pursuit 

James Lee Burke In the Valley of 
Ancient Rain Gods 

E. Lynn Harris  Blame It on the Sun 

Linda Howard Burn 

Iris Johansen Storm Cycle 

Steig Larsson The Girl Who  
Played with Fire 

John Lescroart A Plague of Secrets 

Nora Roberts Black Hills 

Daniel Silva 

Sandra Brown Smash Cut 

Pat Conroy South of Broad 

Robin Cook Intervention 

Faye Kellerman Blindman’s Bluff 

Sherrilyn Kenyon Bad Moon Rising 

Richard Russo That Old Cape Magic 

 

AUGUST 

Defector 

Reserve a Copy 
from Home!   
 

Just go to our website and 
click on Search the Collection! 



 

 

Alsip-Merrionette Park  
Public Library District 

 

11960 S. Pulaski, Alsip, IL 60803 
Phone: 708-371-5666 
www.alsiplibrary.net 

 
 

Library Hours 
Monday-Thursday 9 A.M.-9 P.M. 
Friday-Saturday 9 A.M.-5 P.M. 

Drive-up book return open 24 hours 
 

Library Closed 
Saturday, July 4, 2009 

 

Library Board 
Mary E. McKendree, President 
Sandra Ceretto, Vice President 
Mary Jane Schneider, Secretary 

John Woodville, Treasurer 
Judy Buergel, Trustee 

Marilyn Engelbrecht, Trustee 
Kevin Pickar, Trustee 

 
Ruthann Swanson, Library Director 

 

Library Board meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of each month. Minutes and agendas are 
posted on the library’s website. Library Board 
members are elected  by residents of Alsip, 
Merrionette Park and Garden Homes. All library 
board positions are unpaid.  The public is welcome. 

Any individual who needs a special accommodation for a program should 
call the library (708-371-5666) at least 5 days in advance. 
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The Alsip-Merrionette Park Public Library is proud to join the Green Team!  We now have an Abitibi 

Paper Retriever right outside the library.  It’s a great place to drop off your recycling and help save the 

earth!  The retriever is located in our north parking lot, just off Pulaski for your drop off convenience.  

Below is a list of those items that can be dropped off:   

!"Newspapers   !"Envelopes 

!"Magazines   !"Folders 

!"Office and School Papers !"Fax and Copy Paper 

!"Shopping Catalogs  !"Colored Paper 

!"Mail 

Sorry, no plastic, glass, metal or trash! 

We appreciate your help in making our planet a greener place to live! 
located in our north parking 
lot just off Pulaski. 

The Abitibi Paper Retriever 


